-

HUNGER

As manyas783millionpeopleintheworldfacedhunger.

2.4billion people (nearly one-third - 29.6% - of the world) did not have enoughtoeatin 2022.

The number of people facing extreme hunger has nearly doubled since 2019to0 281.6 millionin 59 countriesin 2023.3
36 million peoplein 39 countries were on the brink of faminein 2023.4

600 million people will be chronically undernourished by 2030.°

3.1billionpeople (42%oftheworld) couldn’tafford anutritious meal.¢

Nearly 30% of women globally are sufferingfrommoderate tosevere food insecurity.”

Humanitarianneeds have doubledinjust the last four yearswith 1inevery 23 people inneed of humanitarian
assistance just to survive; half of whom - 170 million - are children.®

Two-thirds of refugees and asylum seekers originate from countries withfoodcrises.’

WFPisspending44% more tobuy the same amountoffoodevery month ascomparedtobeforethe pandemic.°That’s
twoless people who caneatforthe same amount WFP usedtobe able to provide foodforfive.

MALNUTRITION

In2022, anestimated 45 millionchildren! suffered fromwasting, whichincreasestherisk of death by 11 times.'?
Over 148 million childrenunder age 5 were affected by stuntingin 2022.13

Globally, 37 millionchildren under age 5 were overweightin 20224

2outof3childrenunderage 2aren’teatingaminimumdiversediet.’®

Nearly halfof alldeathsinchildrenunderage 5arearesult of undernutrition.

Morethanhalf(56%) of childrenunderage 5 globally (372 million) suffer frommicronutrient deficiencies.'”
Twooutofthreegirlsandwomen(69%) sufferfrommicronutrientdeficiencies.!®

Childreninconflict zones are ‘more thantwice as likely to suffer from malnutrition’ thanthose who don't.??

INTERVENTIONS

Lifesavingtreatmentforchildrenwith severe wastingonly reachesone inthree who needit.°

Over 820,000 lives of childrenunder age 5 could be saved every year,?!if all children Oto 23 months were breastfed.??
Exclusive breastfeedingfor thefirst six months of life is shownto significantly benefit the health of millions of
children, and is critical for child survival, health and cognitive development.23

Achild’sheight atage 2isthe best predicatorof theirfuture humancapital.?*

The global economy pays US$3trillionayear in productivity losses (lost national productivity and economic growth)
due to undernutrition.?®

Childrenwho are adequately nourished inthefirst 1,000 days do betterinschool,earn 20% moreinthelabour market,
and are 33% less likely to live in poverty as adults.?¢

30million more children benefit from school meals today compared to before the pandemic?” - that’s two out of every
five children (41%) with access to school meals globally.

Thedistribution of school mealsis disproportionate comparedtothe needwithjust 18% of school children receiving
them in low-income countries compared to 61% in high-income countries.?®

WHY IT IS HAPPENING

Malnutritionis caused by poor diets and poor health care.?’

The underlying causes of child malnutrition include household food insecurity, poor feeding and caring practices,
andlack ofadequate healthcare/nutrition,and/orwater,sanitation,and hygiene (WASH) and social services.

The root causes for poor nutrition in children and women are due to political, financial, social, cultural, and




environmental conditions,suchas,poorgovernance,inadequateresources,and harmfulnormsthat do not protect
children’s and women'’s right to nutrition.

Oneinfourchildrenunder age 5have neverbeenregistered aftertheir birth - meaningtheylack aproof of identity
and the ability to exercise all of their basic rights, including proper nutrition and health services.®°
Thehungercrisisis aresult ofinterconnected, mutually reinforcingdrivers - in 2023 thiswas primarily due to: conflict
and insecurity, economic shocks, and the impacts of climate change.3!

“Conflictisstillthe biggest driver of hunger, with 70% of the world's hungry people livingin areas afflicted by war and
violence.”32

45% of younger adultsand those withnochildrenintheirhousehold see conflict or war asthe leading cause of global
hunger.33

“Recent conflicts, such as the warin Ukraine, unrest in Sudan, the coup in Niger, and the escalation of violence inIsrael
andthe occupied Palestinianterritory,alongside protracted crises, are disrupting global and regional food
markets.”34

Childreninconflict zones are ‘more than twice as likely to suffer from malnutrition’ than those who do not.%°
Oneoutoffive peoplesurveyedwhohavehadtoputachildtobedhungry (19%)said that conflict was to blame.3¢

“Unevenfood pricescoupledwithimproved livelihoods and economicgainsinsome parts of the world depict a
deceptive outlook of the global hunger crisis improving, yet situations are far worsening for hundreds of thousands
of the most vulnerable children, particularly those living in the poorest countries.”®”

Average food prices still remain significantly higher than before the pandemic.3®

Nearly half(46%) of people surveyedwhohave hadtoputachildtobedhungrysaidthat inflation and increased cost of
living were the reason.?’

Most children consulted agreed that COVID-19 haschangedtheir lives as they felt they had become poorer and had
less access to good and nutritional food.*°

With EINifo conditions developingintropical Pacific for the first timein sevenyears, thereisan increase in the
likelihood of a surge in global temperatures and disruptive weather and climate patterns in many parts of the
world.4!

“Drought is the greatest single culprit of agricultural production loss, accounting for one-third of crop and livestock
production lossinleast developed countries and low-and middle- income countries.”#?

Y%oftheworld’schildren -around 1billionchildren - are estimated tobelivingincountriesthat are at an ‘extremely
high-risk’ from the impacts of climate change.*?

Four-fifths (82%) of people surveyedsaid climatechange wasworseningtheir economicsituation.**
Three-fifths(57%) of people surveyed completely agreed that climatechangeincreased the risk of hunger/food
insecurity.*

Peoplewhosaidtheirchildrenhadgonetobedhungryinthe past 30days, 16% attributed it to climate change
effects.?¢

Theworldproduces around 8 billiontonnesof food peryear,*” enoughfoodtonourisheverygirl,boy,woman, and man
ontheplanet.But eachyear, the worldloses or squanders massive amounts of food.
Iffoodlossandwastewereacountry,itwouldbethethirdbiggest source of greenhouse gasemissions behind China
and the United States.*®

Between 14%to 15% offood, worth US$370-400 billion, is lost between harvest and retail before it can be
consumed.*’

Theaveragehousehold -anywhereintheworld - wastes 74 kilogrammes (kg) per capitaoffood each year.®
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