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Education is central to poverty eradication. It was identified as a key focus area in the Lao Government’s National
Growth and Poverty Eradication Strategy. World Vision emphasises the importance of educating children from a
very young age and uses strategies to strengthen children’s learning abilities. Education is not only a powerful tool
in providing improved job and income earning opportunities, it also improves heafth and social well-being
outcomes. The following summarises our main activities in this area in 2012:

\$ Trained over 850 teachers on new
é learning approaches to improve the
quality of education received by Lao
children. The training focused on making schools an
inclusive  environment where parents actively
participate in their children’s education and students
are encouraged to take leadership roles. Teachers
were also provided with information on how they can
help their students stay safe and healthy.

Improved school infrastructure by

constructing 30 new buildings and

maintaining existing ones. World Vision
provided schools with furniture (550 tables and
chairs), equipment (including 2| blackboards) and
helped students by giving them 250 school uniforms,
over 13,000 books and over 4,800 pens. Teachers
were also provided with manuals, books and posters
to support the new learning techniques they were
trained in.
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Established village level education

committees that promote the value of

education to villagers as well as
provide information on issues affecting children, such
as trafficking and child rights. Through this initiative
parents were able to see the value of keeping their
children in school and child dropout rates have
decreased.

’ Improved early childhood outcomes
Q by educating over 7,500 people on
family planning, pre and post natal care,
and breastfeeding. New parents were taught how to
monitor their child’s growth and about healthy eating,
hygiene and how to prevent diarrhoea and other
diseases.

www.wyvi.org/laos
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